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Chloris Gayana 

��
 

 
            ny Planted Pasture Scientist  

travelling through the south of  

Zambia will stop immediately at the 

sign post “Welcome to Katombora” 

shown in Figure 1. The name Chloris 

gayana cv. Katambora will automati-

cally flash through your mind. How-

ever there is a difference; the sign 

post reads Katombora and the cultivar 

name is Katambora. An information 

document by the FAO, published on 

internet, reads: “Rhodes Katambora 

grass originating from the banks of 

the Zambesi River, in Zimbabwe”. 

The first theory is that this mentioned 

collection site is close to the area 

where the sign post is, just on the 

Zimbabwe side of the Zambesi. The 

second theory is that somebody  

made a typing mistake and use  

Katambora instead of Katombora.  

 

    With reference to the Zambia site, 

the FAO document reads: “The area 

of Katombora, in the southern  

Province of Zambia, lies along the 

northern banks of the Zambezi River, 

about 50 km west of Livingstone, 

home of the mighty Victoria Falls 

World Heritage Site. The Katombora 

area is situated in the Kazungula 

District”. 

It should also be kept in mind that Zimbabawe 

(southern Rhodesia) and Zambia (northern 

Rhodesia) was earlier one country and for that 

reason the same area name on both  

sides of a present international border. 

 

Figure 1: The Katombora School  
                Kazungula District           

Figure 2: Chloris gayana cv. Katambora  
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Setaria sphacelata 

Digitaria eriantha 

 

 
    Kazangula rings another bell! De 

Bruyn did a physiology study on the grass  

Setaria sphacelata. The author described 

the advantages of this species as a good 

candidate for reclamation work, for ley 

cropping in agronomy and for veld  

improvement. He mentioned three  

varieties and the most popular one was 

the “Kazungula” variety from the  

wetlands near Kazungula in northern 

Rhodesia (Zambia). This is the same  

area where the photo was taken. 

 

                     

 

    During 1924 Genl. JC Smuts informed 

Ms SM Stent, grass taxonomist at the 

National Botanical Gardens (Pretoria), 

about a group of extraordinary Digitaria 

grass tufts on his farm Doornkloof, near 

Irene, Pretoria. According to the General 

it was clear that the cattle prefer this 

group of grass tufts more than other tufts 

of the same species (For those  

uninformed, Genl. Smuts was Prime Min-

ister of South Africa and an enthusiastic, 

self-trained Botanist). Material was  

collected (Figure 3) and after investiga-

tion it was described as a new taxon, 

Digitaria smutsii Stent 

(Dannhauser, 1985). 

Further investigations 

resulted in the registra-

tion of three cultivars of  

D. smutsii in the 1930’s 

and one of them was 

“Irene” (SARCUSS 

1961), which still on the 

South African National 

cultivar list. 

Left: 

Figure 3:  

Digitaria  

eriantha cv. Irene 

Cenchrus ciliaris                   

    It is not clear who collected Cenchrus 

ciliaris cv. Molopo for the first time,  

however Anon (1996) quoted that it was 

collected along the Molopo River in 

“Western Transvaal” (North West/

Northern Cape). The same source reports 

that the cultivar was “introduced from 

South Africa to New South Wales in 

1940”. A second cultivar, Gayndah, is also 

used in South Africa and it is very popular 

because of its fine stems and high  

palatability, although the production is 

lower than that of Molopo. According to 

Anon (1996) C. ciliaris cv. Gayndah  

derived from a small sample of seed that 

was collected near Nairobi, in Kenya, in 

1930. 

Figure 4: Cenchrus ciliaris cv. Molopo  
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cultivar “Wollie”. 
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    Donaldson (2001) reported that he  

collected a few seeds of this grass in 1962 

in the road reserve, about 30 km west of  

Vryburg and multiplied it for research  

purposes. The first research was done in 

1994 on the farm Buttermere, near  

Vergeleë, Vryburg district. The results  

of these experiments resulted in A. pubes-

cens becoming an important pasture  

species in SA, although no cultivar was 

officially registered. For all the years it 

was used as a “Common” type, until  

Agricol Seed Company, registered the  
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